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The War that Never Was?

Proceedings recently asked several frequent contributors how the next
conflict might start. This essay is the first in the series.

By Admiral James A. Winnefeld, U.S. Navy (Retired), and
Michael J. Morell

August 2020 | Proceedings | Vol. 146/8/1,410

The beginning of major state-on-state conflict is almost always a surprise ... at
east to one of the two sides. The China-Taiwan conflict of early 2021 was no
exception. The overlapping factors that brought it about now seem so ocbvious in
retrospect. First, the convergence of Thucydides' three sources of conflict—fear,
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BRI “Averting Crisis: American Strategy, Military Spending
and Collective Defence in the Indo-Pacific”, United States Studies @ et
Center at the University of Sydney, August 2019, p.19
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ZOELACIE: “2020 Index of U.S. Military Strength”, The Heritage Foundation, 2020, p.373
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“Speak softly, and carry a big stick” (£ R 258 50:F)
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